The Challenge to Democracy
rules. The purpose of government is at any rate
vaguely conceived to be the formation of particular
kinds of men and women. It is generally supposed
that government makes civilized life possible; and
that means making the other fellow better at living
in peace with each of us, even if "we" are already
perfect!
Obsolete Methods of Government
But government, like school education, is old, and it
bears the marks of its ancestry. The methods of
government have changed, as the methods of educa-
tion have, but less radically in most parts of the world.
In discussing education in the preceding chapter, the
old method of education by blows and terror was not
mentioned. It still exists in the more primitive schools
of the upper classes. But it is hardly worth arguing
nowadays that a rod is not a very good instrument
for teaching. No sentimental feeling for children need
be appealed to. The chief argument against flogging
as a method of education is that it does not "deliver
the goods." Rubbing red pepper into a witness's eyes
has been found to produce bad evidence; and therefore
that method is no longer used for obtaining truth
from witnesses. Similarly, knowledge is not promoted
by the flogging method; nor is anything else, except
low cunning and a sort of brutal insensitiveness.
The flogging method, however, is not yet abolished
in that form of education which is called government.
Indeed, that method, which is as ancient as the hills,
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